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his dictum, "Nothing exists, or" if anything exists, it cannot be apprehended by man, and even if it could be apprehended, the man who apprehended it could not expound or explain it to his neighbour." In support of this strange doctrine, Gorgias adopted the quibbling method of argument which had been applied with some success to dialectical purposes by Zeno, Melissus, and others (see above, pp. 44 sqq^)
His chief argument to prove the first position laid 135 down by him depended on a double and ambiguous use of the word is; " That which is not, is the nonexistent : the word is must, therefore, be applicable to it as truly as when we say That which is, is ; therefore, being is predicablc of that which is not." So conversely he proved not-being to be predicable of that which is. And in like manner he made away with any possible assertions as to the finite or infinite, the eternal or created, nature of that which is. Logic could supply him with alternative arguments from whatever point he started, such as would seem to land the question in absurdity. Hence his first position was (he claimed) established, that ' Nothing is.'
To prove the second, that even if anything is, it cannot be known to man, he argued thus : " If what a man thinks is not identical with what is, plainly what is cannot be thought. And that what a man thinks is not identical with what is can be